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It Contained within Vol, II of tne r e c or d covering the history, operations 
ud techniqies of the Signal Intelligence ierri.ee of tbs German Luftwaffe during 
tbs course of World Tar II, will he fount individual biographies of the officers 
ef that service who contributed to the copilation of the record over the days 
— vag immediately upon capitulation of the Tfehrmacht. The biography of one of 
tae -.itributors, Uajar Ferdinand Feicnaer, is, however, separately presented in 
--I volune for the following reasons 

a. ^ general acclaim of his fellow of. icera he is credited with having made 
the neatest single individual contribution to the development and subsequent suc- 
cesses of the Signal Intelligence Service of the Luftwaffe. 

Beginning with enlistment in the .-.eichsr.ehr in the year 1926, virtually 
~s entire military career as a professional soldier was spent in the Signal In- 
telligence Service, and he is authority on the tactics and techniques of its 
«p lament. 

c. The biograpty is so richly* interspersed with caaienta bearing upon, vital 
mi l itary history, decisions and operations, as to set it off from those presented 
~n '-"al* II, and to warrant this c art aratively slight pr eminence accorded it. 


J, G. SSABOGBlg 



Colonel, air Corps 
CIS, USAaF. 
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Bom 3.2.1906, sob of the merchant Jakob Feicbtner, and hie nife 
Elizabeth. Karri ad. 4_, 5.1939. No children. 


- : ling and Prof- Gracjaar school in Ubereee on the Chiecisee 
f h e e l n m n l training Jpprentic es hip as an elect rotechnician and esrshisist- 

Geselle^raefung (trade examination) and special school for 
electrical engineering 

Passed Ahschlnsspmefune I (trade exani nation) in the An^r trade 
school. 


y Promotion 


» 


Posts 


1. 5.1926 

Private 


1. 5.1928 

Sadie operator 

1. 5.1930 

P.P.O. 


1. 5.1932 

Corporal 


1.12.1934 

Sergeant 


1.11.1935 

1st Sergeant 


1.10.1937 

Sergeant cajor (Bn.) 

1.12.1938 

Sergeant major (Hgt.) 

1. 5.1939 

Transferred 

to Luftvraffe 

1. 5.1940 

1st Lt. 


l.U.1940 

Obtain 


1. 6.1544 

Kajor 


1 * 1.1938 

- 30. 8.1938 

Chief of evctluation f Spanish war in 3p4.n 

26.8.1938 

- 30. 4.1940 

Chief of evaluation, V-Leit 3 

30.4.1940 

- 28.2.19a 

Head of school of Intelligence 

SocldLn^ 

28.2.1941 

- 31. 5.19a 

Chief of Chi-3 telle. Ref era t B 

1. 6.19a 

- 14. 3.1943 

Cctn^r cannier, -Athens 

15.3.1943 

- 17.10.1944 

BattOior. cq . .under of Sid, Southeast 

10.10.1944 

- 8. 5.1945 

RegLuental ca^-ndcr of Ln.R^t. 352 
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, 352nd S.U, 


7 : -il land Feichtner. 
(South), Gasman 
1945. 


I was horn on the 3rd of February, 1908, in tifleifc Bavaria. If 
father waa a mere hast, and died two years after I m barn, Ifer anther 
carried on the fmily ’boolneae until she fell ill. In 1920 I loot her 
aa wall, After that w {rudparente took aver m r otesetlan. Soring nr 
youth I showed no incliiM.ti.an toward study, although it was always the 
hearts desire of mother and grandparents that I sheuld. So I newer 
want further than the 'clisschule (Grammar School). 

In 1922 I started ^prentice training as an electrioal tarhrri c i a n , 
on oy own initiatiw. Frm a vexy early age I hare been interested in 
technical things. Thili an apprentice I went to the neml training, 
electrotechnical eoheal in Sreaetein, Bavaria, In 1925 I passed ny 
licensed electrician anaal nation (Gesellenprufung). I rm nin ed with ny 
master until I entered tha Baiehnwehr. 


into the 
r 1926 



I always found happineu in the idea of a soldier's life, perhaps 
because of oy gr&ndfather, -ai 7 _aiy relatives who b-d served in the 
Any* 4 friend who had signed 19 with the Reichswehr a half year before 
me gave the final posh to w& decision by the stories be told of his 
soldier's life. I reported to the 7 th Signal Battalion in liunich. After 
filling out a yestionnaire I was marked as a possi Id 'candidate, but 
told i _cdiate]y that while n&iy ap; lied very few were accepted. Ubw- 
ployed Candida tee were auto-atically disqualified. — 


■■hHifg-in On 1, 1926 I was nuetered in. The four uost suitable candidates 

were selected fro u about 35 - 40 -spirants, Mustering in took three 
whole tbtym* 1' he first day w^a taken up with extremely thorough sadjoal 
ex-4— nation* Candidates with the a sliest physical defect were die- 
rxi^lified on the spot* On the second day & pi^sical penor_ nee exaniix t- 
ion under ^etiic-il e ipervlsioa was stereo* The Tternoon was £jivwn 

over to nritten work* "'he third day we wre given 4* psychological exam- 
ination. -fter th t was over I famd myself ocong the four lucky ones 
who were to be accepted the Eeichraehr. In the agreement I had to 
sign on enlistment for 12 years* I oust adult that I still consider this 
* cuent one of the L*ost import at and decisive of whole life* y this 
signature I put i qy youth in pawn with the state, and when I think about 
it f I c-ji easily youth was immolated. 


EoCruut - t uning 
Seecsd 1926 


Immediately ^fter my enlistment I w*.s ^.ven uy uniforu aid took tta 
oath* She next d^gr began tr-ini n£ in -n inf aitry training b^tt^lion 
in Erl-ngen* This wns t>K i *.u*t ting part of uilitajy career* 

We were awakened at 04CC hours in the arising. At 0445 we stood in field 
or parade unifom in the yard of the barracks. In the 45 .minutes between 
waking and falling in, coffee had to be brought, beds made, :uy* nxu 
and corridors defined* 2veiy ainute was fully taken up. The ooriang 


TOP SECRET 


- 2 - 


TOP SECFET 


was occupied with dj ill fci'l n the two hours allowed for lunch, we had 
not only to fall is for a asms formation but also find time to get av 
gear and uniform in order. Soring the afternoons and until 1800 hsors 
we had more drill or iualieulluu. Again we had to fall in far mafpor 
formation. IJy taps, at 230C hours, the whole dormitory except far the 
ICOCQ, who reported the rwm in, had to he in bed. A large part of air 
spare time was given ov er to tbs pursuit of oleanliness, Overnight 
passes were given out only on Saturday or Sunday, and 
Although this was a rough experience, I would never have wanted to 
miss it. Great '"p****^ * eas placed ac sport and ty glens. httfM, 
field cap, and socles had to be wasr.ed by the men theneelwes and laid 
out for inspection every -.or.:.-, , 

After six non t he at basic gaining there followed a final In- 
spection on the maneuver gvau at Grai'enwohr. The three weeks na- 
neuvers we engager i_ ■ %ere *.be finishing touch to our basic 

training. Every du. frm !;> to 1200 hours was filled with extended 
order drill and target practise. The day's work finished usually with 
a review taken by the :ondUs officer. * 

In Hovwber, 1?2=, I returned with iy comrades to the 7th Signal 
Battalion, in Lunich. The six winter months were spei. e in tic riding 
ball or in the stables warring on the horses. In April of the fol- 
lowing year we rode in the field. *e were also taught to drivs horses, 
koat of the signal battalions in those days still used horse-drswx 
vehicles. The simmer exercises sad an*»«nti uaneuvers, which we tnjtyed 
ini ensely, as they freed _x f on the preseure of the genisen, brought 
this period of train. ng to a close. 

In the fall of 1^27 *e b e c a ue telephone uen. Again the six months 
of winter were oevoteu principally to theoretical training, rfe achieved 
a thorough know! 6f0 of all telephone equipment. After this oaue the 
construction of long lines with light and heavy field o-ble, telephone 
poles, switchboard*. ~t the sac tie we learned .orae code, .’het'" 
or not jc ..ould receive further training in r-»dio depended on how well 
we did at tide work. (hQy taoee be e . u-e r.. do ten who shoaed good teak* 
nical .ptitude n. ecu. - seed -rtl receive at least 20 to 2 .orda per 
uinute. 

The 7th Si#i 1 -t« In--* -ount.-n butt lion, so ;.n.a ties 

our siauer tr ... >ith four weds of .o.gh mountain — usurers, 

the ..oat strenuo-j but . li.es t —i lit ..y exercises 1 eng^geu in 

during uy wools service. 

Co.in~.-ue . .y telephoqy training w s course in blinker 
sign. Is. ms used light .a. '.tavy blinkers. The light blinker j*ws good 
results at lu Km} tie heavy one enabled us to -ridge such iist-uxse* 

-a 45 T-., ie only had one he.-vy blinker, which a s soon t ken rro. us 
by the intern .tional 
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control whs determined that it i ma npiktiM. 

During this tiig ww ~ Iso received training in the u* t . , 


3 %er»t« If ter ca^rlet-^ the telephone course I to* ftttiged to a radio 

- platoon. -• . .i - . .. :eiveu technic 1 - 1 

struct! on in iadla f aad learned procedure* Vfe spent our afternoons in 
the training latarstoey, where we put radio se\ 

tuined dao&^ or hod troubles put ift purposely. Sbsl l rr radio : m;n - 
icatiors oniaa% hearing to do with the rapid erection of r-_: 
stations! Interspersed the classroom stu^r. This in s tr ucti on, as typical 
throughout tee - t, ^ i : -rried out in - = -y . i miner* 

Each week a p*-rT_:_lar objective was assigned, ^saie vftc could not 
qualify at the week's tad was required to take instruction hniag wbat 
otherwise would h»v* hoes his free time in the evening, 3ealdss he bed 
his owernig't : -- - ~^±: * 1 station continued Thrc-*:r the telsphisy 

and radio courses, -ad edsqaste provision was made for development of the 
piysique. 



We young soldiers were deeply depressed by the international control 
commission, iwbn i of which were allowed, until the year 1530, to ap- 
pear imcnnounceu in tbs garrisons, and inspect the.- from cellar :c -tcic 
looking for ::r - _ r syiipment, at the s- time the ex*;t 

strength in persemnlj so ewd-rc to grades, had to exhibited. Cnee in The 
course of such an 1—jjnr lion vwc 100 watt low fre yency transwitteKW 
were discovered, they fc^_ c : e funked i_ etiirtely, The most powerful 
transmitter we were - .. - :r field use was 20 watts. Only the iefar- 
kre is funks telle* . _ ^rss Badio stations ) were allowed more p u w ei fu l 

trana.lt tei^ for :a. c-ciis within the Reichswehr. Horse drawn 

vehicles were chocked on ^ust as severely, The allowance was so ae g«r 
that on maneuver* t mss- ale *. H was nowhere ne r sufficient tc 

ceny the baggage tra-n. Therefore every unit made sure of some extra 
vehicles, which wets hidden in awe s fe place* Only a very few trusted 
people knew about the*. -*nri as the vehicle pool even th.s expanded was 
still ins ifficii a" , a d to e rented from the pe Santa for the 

uur-tion of the mmeuTWrs * 


Hot nil fi in l.otorizatio^ - jdn^i* In 1530 a signal 

hat_ 1 passenger c-r, - t_ac.s, 2 ;iotorised radio installations aid 2 
telephone construction v raunajjy this i.:Otor pool acquired ad- 

dition-1 vehicles. 


Grg^;-*s^-on of 

TroepS in 
the Eeichswehr 
192V - 19^* 




Each of thui + •ehrkreise (carts ^reasj hid ^ sigrv-1 battalion. These 
consisted of two coup imes, which turn hau in crtial strength a hq, 
platoon, a .mDtor pool, ^ radio pi .toon, a telephone platoon, jju i a 
transportation platoon, ^vith horses). ..fter 1928 the first ccxpuy 
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specialized in wire, and the second in radio, but without It tsUg 
possible for either ctxptz^ to ac<jiire more personnel or e«ip-est. 




-^s-orf 


In the sprir- :: I;- I v -s ^r. -o a three months 1 ptyaieal 
training course ialMarf. fide tr^iui iiy duty represented a dis- 
tinction to xjc, -ad pe ae uh pleasure* Since e^rly youth I had 
devoted my free tine to %wi U 9 and had been an enthusiastic traclmen 
~nd light athlete *-£ - s: L^:r. ; _j\d_ys during the winter were al- 
ways spent skiin^. 


Intercept Operator I made agree -ble progina as a radio operator* Jty techricul iit- 
J-dy , - 7-7 cUnations stood ne . it* . — ring instruction in sets and the- 
ory. On the side I ^ ^Is : istic amateur* In July 1929 I 

w-s sent on to^p ormy Arty to the intercept station in d-unich, * 11 
tempor-oy duty w-s ecjtye-, bee -use it was a relief fret the monotony 
of garrison life* ?ut this assign er*t g-ve particular satisfaction 
after I got jyself vo rkec in to the new i^ission, because no other oc- 
cupation Was so pleasant to me as that which was non my duty. 


Coverage of Italy 
second teif of 
1929 

Dipla-^-fic traffic 


Q/F training 


At first I w-a used in the coverage of Italy* Later I covered 
Italian colonial axw -i: farce traffic. -*t ties the station was a- 
signed the cover. je c: uip lactic ;^ts* It was h^rd work, a — ost 
of the traffic w*a sent with -ita— tic transmitting machines, *rmch 
was ordinarily received with a special instrument, ffe developed such 
un ability to intercept ih-t *e ccpALI re^d ucas^nes sent at high speed 
ty following the thoujat* In addition to serving as un intercept operat- 
or, I received - thorough training as a D/P operator* The instruction 
w^a firat given in the classroa*, later in the field. 
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Each ?* or t km* c uari o in evaluation iad analysis* I took 

one in traffi; iy»li - - platting, and mother In the evalu- 
ation c; ‘.ext* The course* were very fruitful* The arterial for the 
course cocwixtwd of dally reports and messages fro- the log sheets 
taken while am taring during n— neuvers. 


0 Srmcl 


the 



In the jmt 233 0 1 was sort to a six months course for SX cm 
didates. Tbwm colt se e were mdi feared, because they required not 
on3y a high Iwml of idlitaxy knowledge but also considerable ptys- 
leal effort frot the iadivlteal 03 , the selection was very 

carefilly node, wince so c.-^_ lutes v/er. -v-dlable, ^r*a ^ae 

average level ;: -rje inlivi — 1 soldier was extraordinarily 
due to the ifadel re ruireu^nts for enlistoent and the long, rugged 
training* Only * my mall niier - about 2 or 3 men to a caup^ry - 
could be promoted each year to sergeant, as this Wc*a the number of 
sergeants discharged each j e ur ~fter having completed their 12 ye<*rs 
of service* To fill their rl-ce -t least 7 or 8 ye-rs service was re- 
quired. Staff .try at ten ye-^rs service. There were only two 

abater sergeant berths on the 1/0 of a sigypi cai^aiy. So to b*ve 
passed the liCO niwti d ite school mmm not b y ary means m assurance of 
praupt pra_oti:x* . - SO candidate performed a sergeant v w Cities 
without ary taste e: - serge r.t's privileges* 


Search for lnter> 
cept &ad - l- 1 sites 
1930 - 1933 



In the fall of 1530 I took charge of a team to find .aid test out 
a good site to set up ~n intercept station in southern Bavaria. A 
site near cocking proved to enjey the best reception char acteristics* 

Even during peace-tie, -bout 193 2 f we reconnoitered for good sites 
for reception and l/F along the Czechoslovakian border* Exact geograph- 
ic a! location of these sites was fixed, so they couiu be mide use of 
without delay in the event of ^-movers or special coverage require- 
ments of Czechos_ov-kixn traffic. muring the occupation of the buaetei^ 
land this preparation proved very txlpful* Sites \iere also tested 
along the alpine frontier for * good spot ffaa which to intercept Italian 
traffic. Here our work was particularly uifficult, because mountain 
chains of over 10,000 feet in height had to be surmounted between the 
«re& to be covered ^nd the paint of reception- It is even mare dif- 
ficult to fird f^var.ble sites for i/l . re :a-de inter sting comparisons 
between reception on plains and on mountains. IXiring cle.*r weather rs— 
bults in the aount^xns were superior, but curing bod weather xtnoo; heric 
disturb rcea m*.de reception xupoeaible. Exact data was caviled covering 
eveiy operational site, so that the uoat advantageous one coula be oc- 
cupied according to the particular mission. In the course of tbs wo tests 
we ceveloped our ntennas, and established the best -ntmu*< far e— cfa 
set* It was r&uxrk2 le to note that the directions an ^ntennss in the 
technical orders .^preeu down to the sr--lleat act dl with our ctu~l 
experiences. 
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Every spring as platoon leader I would take -y soldiers cm a set 


of daily problems, I experimented with them in the erecting of inter- 
cept stations in the field, as well as in transmitting mm ss&gee ^ 
radio or wire, always z znztz~r^tmd the operation on a parti cular 
*rea of intercept covers re . 

Accession to power 'ey Rational Socialism brought z*o cl^ngee into 
our lives* Removed as we were frcn the clangor of parly politics in 
Gentry curing the post-w-r period, as we were frem the realities of 
Genzu-n everyday life, entirely dedicated to our rigorous and austere 
rofesaion, the accession to power of Hitler, to most of us nnrsnri 
nothing different fr:x: c ; tds changes of ,_overr«nt th^t were 
-r. habitual feature :: . Republic, where a rdniatiy scarcely 

ever maintained itself for more cfcun half a year* Due to the basic 
tradition of the .jt- the statesmanlike qualities of Colonel- 
General von Seeckt, : r . ^der cf the Rexcbswehr, German poll qj bad forg e d 
therein an instrument tint was unaffected by party strife and petly 
political quarrels, ^claiers of the Reichswehr were denied the fran- 
chise; political activity was iee_ed beneath the dignity of a Geaia 
officer. In the officers :1_: - suasion was severely 

red, and the soldiers, after m day of hard toil, were interested in 
nothing but simple recreation. One the other hand the ^eichawehr «n- 
Joyed the favor of all Ministries in succession, because every mimstiy 
re -H zed that these insd and trained reserves represented the final 
basis of its own power. Ob the side of the Reichswehr, in turr. the 
great example of Icy ally set ty Kindenburg, and the ins tine . cf every 
Gert-n to take author! 1y for granted were ever present and alive even 
to the last soldier* Surely the Reichswehr would have served equally 
faithfully a Co-mumst regies If the latter had respected basic 
morality, moderate uid enlightened nationalism, ,.nd the military 
traditions of the Germun soldier. 

National Socialist- the professional *ny with great favor and 
umsual tact* The outstanding figure of Hinderiburg still guarded the 
leadership of the Reich. Hindehburg enjtyed overwhclixLng popularity 
among the officers ^nd soldiers* He was for us all the embodiment of 
our profession* Ills speecr.es *ere the only ones that were listened to 
without exception in our barracks. Regardless of his extreme age his 
death in Migust 1954 caused a deep consternation us. Svezyooe 

-sized what would happen in the future. But litler paid tribute to the 
Reichswehr in every respect, Kcarhere was the ureaoened influence of the 

rii to be felt. On che contrary, ^ certain *,Hituiy influence 
penetrated .*1* hr .riches of public life, not lurcys to the best interests 
of the Germ na* The trad-tioi*-l mistrust of the officer corps, which 
t :wrat rew-inea -loaf, recruiting itself still largely fraL the 
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OMUmtire classes of SaaM sociely, as a 'bulwark aftinst "bus 
nomanta", £■—«»* vfr jaww wof sad changed entirely under what ns 
first clandestine, sad *—g*— 1 *"g with 1335 open, resxmuast which 
offered to miy pr cf o as ional soldier the greatest cppw_mti.es in 
fals career* <1 thniigh the hu^ and clamorous way of dsvslapansts 
aroused acxae criticism aasag the clear-sighted soldi era, ud eras tod 
doubt as to its soundness, it could nevertheless be proud ty eeal* 
less exinples that the lu oasss of the early years . —is — cfflosr 
corps, on the stale, no leu arrog-nt and pretentious them tbs loader - 
ship of the Party, Sewed for pour, haughtiness and i nr- -red uw 
likewise wi.'r sprsid in authoritative parts of the Tehraoeht; only the 
worst excesses is worn were asoothed down perhaps ty the traditional 
discipline of a sdlitajy aachine th-t while it gained us sharers 

also fosterec -s - world of eneedes* 

In 1934 we usd into the hmlrii .g. newly constructed on the site 
in Socking which Z had tasted out so_e years before for interoept pur- 
poses. It was with the latest technical facilities, agtm it 

turned out that the intense especially built ior us h? the fin of 
Lorens proved unsatisfactory, and we hid to construct aai erect these 
th-t we hod found to he best -s a result of our own experiments. This 
move subst .’inti. ■■ 11, p — r r ov ed our reception, nd c anaepaently the intel- 
ligence we derive. rr<c the logs. 

Six months before sr prt»otian to serge. .nt I married. After six 
years of service, soldiers were allowed to get married, karried sol- 
diers hod t he rig ht to live off the post, which bachelors did not. I 
derived veiy^TTtle benefit fro. this privilege, bec-use I w^s con- 
stantly be in*. sent out an tw gurry duly# and during xy nineteen yeers 
of service found little encu rrtunity to live with wy wife. 

With a ch_ n^e in the ran and of the poet , th< re cue a dwelt ns of 
operations. Although the new colander was a high frequency ea^neer, 
and brought with hi— -11 the i : : r_c_c.-l rer-ir«L.enta for his Job, he 
did not succeed in contribu y new incentive to our -ork, hut on 

the contrary sh o w ed little interest in his profession. That w-s the 
wty it always was: the -mount of intelligence turned out ty a station 
v/ould stark! or f .11 oependi.^g on the personality of the respcnsule 
chief. Iff ilrst chief, then 1st Lieut-.:i*uit Earn, later captured by the 
At.ericii.ns in .nfric- where he vj Rajel's -niy Signal Officer, w.* for 
as the perfect ex . pie of a radio intelligence officer. He was not ooly 
etxial to all technical jrouleie, hut was also un able tactic! ;n .aid 
ecu -under of troops , . o knew hew to draw the . . perfor— ujoe out 

of his men. The two years I spent _-.de.* lii. acre of decisive i.jport xce 
to ~y subseqaent career nd person-1 development. 
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In 1935 we took af«r the training of the Luftwaffe ntll servants, 
who were :e*ng : z - tie future Luftwaffe 3-Cieaet* ''*re the 

most widely , iiwrfpr: fpte- could be studied* Only very few of tie* 
proved really ueef il, kt this tune the level of caylq raiiet In C ^z— <r 
van so high that there van not jjch choice in the selectiMi of yenv 
nel. So aacatg these civil servants, there was a mater ef pe*^i1 • w hose 
principal objective wan to ante a lot of money witbcxrt i^hg vsrt 
Very few poeeeeeed tsohaioal knovfledge * These son stfm with ee 
three yean. 

In 1. ^ to find a locution for -r. - - ! eteirr r x \ 

station on the ¥mdeTetein, I found a dairy far_ : : i' 

meters elevatiM, aad pet xfT technical installs tionn in it* It becaae 
one of our beet ou>-«t*/tians f and excellent traffic wan picke d up there , 
especially oc * ■ fpizish Jivil war* Until I was sent to ,p--n I re- 
mained up t^- , *ir-rmng ^ platoon leader in the re-ri- ^nd lonely 
iilpine country. 

In the begLising at 193c I wan sent to Spain* I took ovtr analysis 
and evaluation -r. * mrtereet t c<x: aiy operating there* In *.xse mya 
the cccpaiy : :rt - m-ch* ere were a few speri^lists i- it to 

be sure, but as as eflien happuae in the Amy, they sera alaoet all la 
the wrong Job* It ta c k four weeks for me to get them fitted into the 
right Jobs, re r r: : ir*t’,ve3y low f^ade of staff S€raamr.t xertied 
an abundance of difficulties in this effort. I ^ car -ly 

was dminated the jre‘miice that they would Imve to c octant 
selves with a minor rale in the struggle, because the Beds were net 

using radio coil t«: ^ on veiy large sc^le. I fb-m t ms maex- 

plic hie, b spin s c the bolnsevik caimnd operated very primitively in 
eveiy other respect, mm tele- dona lines were cert-^nly rvr: — , t 

in Spain* After Poyi^g eet . _ niz^tion of the disposition of 

our receivers, *-t few '* , 15 I could show evidence c: f -ni-nt 

Red Spanish radio twff* jxincipal objective wan to establish 

the locations of the Red units by following the point- ten- 

point traffic* This c^e about relatively quickly, so that ly inter* 
cept -nd I 4 /F we could tnoe the order of battle, and later every man 
of the Red Irocps all the vey down to battalions* Fro* the stut^r of the 
r idio traffic lout the enemy's interned offensives could always be 
determined well in -1 v-nce, which w s of especial value to the lerz^n- 
Spanish High Goa-*.* m, 

Customs ruuio sv me :m in Ltd ~p nish waters ^ive eminently valuable 
inform- ti on on slip -omset s of the reus* .uoy t ship v&a sent to tbs 
bottcL ly Geiru-n Ictlerm or speed bo-ts th-nka to our reports* agmn 
.*i*l -gain it happened timt -* siup -a-rivcu in a acu port to be unlo-ded 
of its freijit. .his w*s oi'ten msco-plishe^ iy our bobbers before tbs 
unlc -ding detail co-id ^et to it. 
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fighters toec rff « tee bawls of those reports ^re, «b 4 ttow brcsight 
destrrcticwi to ttoaw wtlei which had been betrayed la nek as solni ne 
f ashion, 7bc ^ reporting stations were set up ilnf llzmm paral- 

lel to tbs : .rdU ftey changed position always la advance rf the aajor 
changes la the fm Use. They also usually told vfaes tfcsf ^re noting I 
and where t- B 7 oe^r : odes oouLti be read ituiiediately w Mk la the 
be ginning tewlr waeiptoriag. system was very sirple , b-t later thy aodo 
use of acre wa^Uwwtei jrwgsdures, Since the reports folicppei s stereo- 
typed pattern, teetr sifters could always be cr t assis- 
tance in crwefcs ore the didly strength reports, which ^re al* 

ways tramdttec st * oertadn hour, and whose text followed sa m- 
c hanging pit^n. 

FrQ 2 this * ^en that the word sequence i.\ *:* -phwrel texts 

must be chsg^d ftex tly, and above ill, that the presobl e sast not 
always cclc at ta hs^l n i u^, but rat her should be am tod into the boqr 
of the text, tol jprt,.; is the avoidance of ^ rtiertyped pattern 
in the text itself # fa the use of ry kind < f methwM anl yiha in 
cipher prooe®re jMS pertain oca^ranise, IL.rd ana fast siiitajy fozM 
are poorly suite *. : - security. The Eads stoold st len t 

have sent their vsnad giifln in a special secure cipher, rather th an 
the ordinary one. 

As we ?r~ ti 4 c;' cpjt cam troop luoveuents, e ere -bis to 
notify our own u&n well In advance of Red -dr at7 . 

Uvea in this w^% recently the rei drcruft obsc. • , : _ 

to sit aA *tto 9 while the Red aviation u_%its excoriated than 
for ^vdriL 1^-. tc target* . jey never found, 

ihereas in t jz the Reds did not 'heir c4I si^Tis 

for long period, v .e y later introduced i change ever.' fo^r wee.. 3, then 
every week, -zx. 1 stly ever- by* -Iso they took t . _ _ 

stations in a net 2 or j o41 iijTii e - h, to achieve a deception as to 
their actual order of battle* -at first the ctuinge of cail-ei^ns i^tde 
things difficult for us, but ifter we got on to the s_r- A wus be- 

hind this change we cold provide our out-stations *dth lists of c *ll- 
si^iB for the next iuy. It ■ s _ust va e ±ay to clarify t re e-H-si~m 
of the individual suhwcrirer* ~n the net. Frequeixues" <*ere only veiy 
rarely changed. 

.A. this period the js| r die not yetr ascribe aiy vnlue to the coveraje 
of 4r force radio traffic. 
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For enciphering our we used the cipher aacfatias *Xni£p&* 

and for veqr who i t aessages a code# It was apparent fr& the deciphered 
messages of the Eed* that they also had a signal intelligence iervioe. 

Our operation* were concentrated first on the northern front; later, 
on the central sector. according to where an offensive was planned, in- 
tercept platoons were assi^ed to the larger unit oowmd posts* The 
problem of signal caasnioation in Spain deserves a chapter by itself# 
Telephone liases were unknown# We could get in touch with our on tMi 
and platoons only by r-ia: ca ;juvi cation. 

When war broke out in Spain I had built up in cy dnd a picture of 
the situation based on articles in the Genian press, as had practically 
all other people in GczMf« The picture w-3 basically that the con- 
servative Suropean spirit , represented \rj Franco, was contesting with 
the horde of undisciplined Red deeped lers of churches -nd destroyers of 
culture under order* free koscow, for the damnation of Sp^in# When I 
came to Spain I was aoct ispressec by the lack of .. sialic cl^esj the 
extreme ]y lew standard of living of the i^uaish rur -1 ~ ,.11- town 

population, the l^cl <if civilised appurtenances, and the striking con- 
trast between rich «ad poor that was everywhere apparent# ^lso public 
Lor Is, seen through n e^es, pointed to a go. ^tion of libertine 

abandon to wl*.*, central Europeans were ruxte unaccuata eo# Thews co n - 
ditions were r on both sides; only Franco tried with mmm success 

to achieve e:xi^: :: in the ^reas he occupieflj am restrained 

Us troops fren action prejudicial to the civilian pop -Ration; where- 
as on the ..e^ si_c tatte - v ing iuI v-ndaliaLi in true luss_-n 
But the Hed -csy w-s -*t le-st ,s good Franco's in discipline and 
armament, .a%i there ws no visible si^pi of the guerilla filters and 
heroes so pl .yed up in the German Press, ^.n the beginning of 1933 after 
the Reds successful offensive re _r Teruel, the katian^ls 

were faced with s serious crisis. Finally, Frtmoo's bre*Jc through to 
the kediterrane^n t . change of fort -aw, ^nu then the Russian 

Bolsheviks be^ u: to see tae uselessness of this dp _isk w^r, -zsi stop- 
ped u- tli i£ materials, ^rt we were convinced that with Franco's victory 
the basic stna^le h u _tiH not by jy beer, settled; tlv-t tbs 

wretched soci 1 corautions in jp in woulu always offer fertile soil 
for the . ork of .jascow. 

In ^c_ tember 1938 I left Spain -t cem remest, for sy 12 years 
service h4 tlreaify ten lusted in - //, an^ I tiiu not want to sty in 
the -urLy .ry longer. I w^nteu to take the e:: ^ tiem ki -•j * . i s » dj^ 
schlussprufung I, preparation for which was interrupted | y sy service 
in -pain. I planned on job with lelefuxt.en, But ay dis 

fra : the jr. y was not -;r rort^ .e;. ; re^stervd ty o v ectioi^ I ws 
told that I couln not ,e reld in the a:rvi e * w .inat .y i/Ul, ;^t th-t 
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I must reckon witfc tto entry in ay uxorte tte* X W. 

abandoned cy Faffcsvi—* is its hour of utoost need* TMs tfcrssi per- 


suaded Lie not to prtat tie setter further, because a, re^ rx Ills ita 


in cy service re : — . ~ve b^d the severest cause -_enct* ~~ +& 

civilian career .1 " ? 7 r~r laminated state. 



it a From iy f our* 

t of the Reiehs^t _ 



te spend two afternoons a wee> xurirg tne ttrtff 
-* 'ere it w^s possi 1*: ts pt 


months at the 


either in technical i^jirfs or trades, or for ir— _ - 

The choice was oun to x- tendance at the school c arrie d, us ser- 


vice, The purpose «u pwepmrstion for a subsequent civil sei-vre career, 


in which soldiers LI ye^rs of service \rere given preference* Ifte 



the failure of efforts to be released*, X passed the AMkl 

Then I was transferred to the Luftwaffe and force _ :c - 

technic: 1 eirol xy es s emmwm la ccminic at 1 ons in the .dr Za 1 at rations 


t 


School at Halle, X su irfhriated ty this assignment, 

never to hola : . rr - . at civil Job re.^iined unch . rhe w fads 


sigqnient wus tyr 


of tie vell-krxjwn Prussian o: 


people. Those soldiers who lirtendad to become civil servants, sad posses 
sed the requirements fhr sxh s career, ./ere excluded frem the course, 

^nd we, who w.ntsd as port of it, were held ovei r._ « : , 

The attitude of the p_ri Is v ^ reflected in the atmosphere sC the s cho o l , 

I requested the director of * rtw< ^g repeatedly to release do, 3e refused. 
Finally I rea- j. e r i _ - c :r~ fate *nd worked for - ra.m-c c r-rt:i-:.te 

first cl t33, wtd »od would bring advantages in ry Bivlll— career, 

.flit it lay behiitl this afc&nful ai _on was the large re^hesH of the 
Luftwaffe for ter r- : L eip levees, 10 /ere 3inx»ly rccr^^. tul sol- 
diers who had ssrvc I hmg tl e in the Relchswehr acautowd to Afring 
what the did not w^nX to do. The blind random process ly which this wes 
done was typical o: xne lively placet persons in the Luftwaffe Le hrmeal 
Training Gaxi^nd. -d*xe. six months I finally got out, tints to the 
Chief of the Peraaisi. Section of Luftflotte 3, to whan X appealed per- 
sonally. He transferred jt to the sib battalion of the Luftflotte shortly 
before the war begun. wO I returned from i Lille to uinich. 



7<y*ge in a bep- 
: ^lin f 
*uoist 19>9 


Sane (Liya before the out ore k of the war, I was ordered with four 
comr-ues on an experimental vqp *ge with Sep elin LZ 125 , coLs:rucuco 


of which h a Just been ca^ letea. The vo'- c started frai Frankfort at 
twilight. Me sought to intercept French and English rauio beacons ^od 
D/F the_ The expedition org.juseu t ij the Chi-St lie of the 
.irJlstxy, and was typical of their planning. As the operation was clas- 
aifi^d "Top Secret", ■* nod no voice in the selection of the equipment 
to be used hy us. Luis w^s selected ^nd prep^-red ’ty the civilian em- 
ployees of the Chi -w telle. shortly fter the ^t^rt v/e discovered th-t 
the sets reai_red for the jori *»^rt not -ba-rd, do this three~d-y trip 
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along the ?ren^^ 1*1 -r.i Dutoh borders, and in the — 1 gliliimi hoiml 

of the English eewt, ended, due to the beautiful ewe weather, a* a 
lovely holidqr am ** t- As only, with few exceptions, tae discredited 
civilian ei^liyees zi tae Ihi-Stelle took part in this trip, we suspect* 
that the eg^sditiam me doe to their fanciful brain rat, and that the 
technics lly-l a ao owa t rtflews who had favored this trip, had &am net on 
the limb, is I heard frx conrades, a ^nrfiai* vtyegs under the asne cir- 
Constances vita aoc'a the sane reaulta had been undertaken ly ^^i^ess 
of the Chi-- tells butk an 1938 before the oc citation of Caeohe tluwldi. 


So when the war brake out 1 was agpin living a soldiers life, is 
master servant 1 b a c -ao e section chief for operations, evaluation and 
analysis at fetterftnkleits telle 3* The 0.0. , an able SIS officer, later 
transferred back to the Navy , dviaed me in the spring of 1939 tc re- 
cane an aspirant reserve officer. I w-a not enthusiastic, as 1 feared 
canplicatioes sig£t arise froa such a move, and I wanted to gut 
of the Tehxsachrt at s^ cost. Then the war began I was farced to taka a 
course in Salle is irder to bee one an officer. As I had alreacy had mere 
to do with this school than I had ever bargained for, I ve d osd nmne 
takable objections, and finally succeeded after a lot of ui^leesantas** 
in getting released fret the school. On Lay 1, 1940 I wan ninl sal mail 
1st Lieutenant, and & half year later I bee an captain. 

In contrast tc Leitstellen, which were nlrea^/ operational when 
the war began, T-Leit. 3 bad to be set up. It started with a very 
limited quantity at personnel inn equipment, and at first aas only a 
staff organization set over the alS-caupunies in the area of the 
Luftflotte. Xfen operational and ad_j.nl stmtive authority was still 
divided. In the area of luftflotte 3 there were in audition to the 
Leitstelle two intercept co-Annies and three fixed SZS-st-tioos. divided 
nuthority, tad the sol— era being thro-a together with civil e_pl<yees 
uu.de for n thousand difficulties, _nd interfered with getting tbs work 
done in a way th-t v s hardly bearable, .uuled to this mm the fact that 
the Chief Sign-1 Officer, who decided on all iuutters at cipher de ices, 
telephone lines, uad teohmlsal ecuipiueiit, kne.. nothing -bout the cig- 
iuJ. Intelligence Service. It i3 -sizing th--t out of dll this broth of 
factions ./orkin^ gainst one ..pother, m pos.tive work w - uuUierved. 

uy uiffic-l ies je^.n when I h.— to .ss^i duties to intercept 
carjuea th-j officers of —o', ./ere tot-1 str-ngers to the cl- . After 
— q/ stru.^lea it sue iin-ily poesi le to gpt them relieve 1.. con- 
flict oetweer. the -as- on for sol-1 era nj on one hod tbs co^r^tlm 
ly dzik life of an SIB vie aa the other, the _'a.chly F varied pe recall tiM 
^nd the vague relation act s*een the SIS n- other L*r^m:hea of the nid 
forces, a ies ait of the security measure* which ahrounied the whale 
enterprise, were U an* source of irritation, wluch only 
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straightened itself out gradually in the course of yemrs* The opinion 
was canmonly voiced that the *13 would have done better in civilian 
clothes# This oust be contradicted. For v/ith such uniform conscious 
people at the top, the SIS in civilian clothes would hcve had a still 
harder tine ‘idiming its place in the sun. In qy opinion the fault lay 
with the insufficient technical training of the 'officers in the signal 
corps as a whole* In genera! the erroneous theory was held that the 
officer in the signal corps must not burden his mind vdth details, but 
ly maintaining a general picture of what is going on, he must under- 
stand how to give orders. Here he is at a disadvantage with respect to 
his noncoms and enlisted personnel, who at least have been taught to 
use the set they were assigned; not to speak of traffic and evaluation 
specialists, the thorough- going experts in their field, who could pass 
so much more authoritative Judgement on things A further consequence 
of having non- technical men handle the results of work ty technically 
trained men. Was that Regular **iry Officers of the flying units and 
the flak looked upon the .air Signal Officer Corps as second rate# The 
problem of officers was particularly acute in our field* The signal 
corps of World War I was very small, and in addition technically super- 
annuated* During the period of the establishment and expansion of the 
Luftwaffe young officers technically twined in signal conurunication 
were insufficient in number to meet officer requirements* ^cordingly 
veteran officers of the anus of the service v/ere put through a four 
weeks refresher course in the signal school at Halle, and then as- 
signed as signal officers, according to their grades they were given a 
corresponding job. In this way the younger officers were deprived of 
the opportunity of active reap onsibi lily in the development of the 
growing *dr Sigiml Corps, because the old officers turned all their 
attention to the one thing they knew something ,4jout f administration. 

So the growth of the .dr Sign-1 Corps w*s ^ pitched battle not only 
with outsider's, who had no notion of its v-ilue, but between the junior 
^ades, with tl*eir flexibility, youth, and interest in things tech- 
nical, and the obfus^tionist policies of their superiors. I could 
qiote a thousand instances of this out of iy own war experience. 



Intercept <-nd E/F 
Stations 
Winter, 1939 


iy duties in the evaluation section were not confined to paper- 
work. «y first concern was much more the proper operation of the 
intercept l±x * I D/F stations. I w^s a ^aster sergeant the time 


qy job was the ^ore difficult ty the ignorance of cmpuy grade 

officer*. In this period the SIS Battalion was operating against 


France* For the first ti^*e in the SIS I introduced D/F go. usi nets 
operating on V(/T for caxami ciation. I lyself evolved the procedure 
-nd crypt ographing used in this system, -fter the chief signal of* 


D/F ca. mnu ne t 
with f/T auxiliary 
coLaamicati on 


ficer, a speci tlist in long lines outside, refuseu to understand 
wfcy an,.- one should w,nt radio ca . -unic .tions in j oauiaJ net, 
and held up the allocation of frequencies -Jid call ai ju* far this 

jwrpose. 
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after the outbreak of war Luftflotte 5 was transferred fraa 
Munich to Both near Nurnberg, where W-Leit 3 followed, Although ny 
proper station was in W-Leit 3, I spent a lot of time on trips. In 
those days our Ground Observer Service reported enesy flights every 
day along the Rhine frontier. .According to uy wsy of thinking these 
fighters must have been controlled fraa the ground, as our German 
fighters which had a radio telephone set on board tbe plane. The 
0.0. 's of the intercept cacpanies whose Job it was to cover these 
flights did not trouble their brains about this matter, fy stuping 
an a lmanac cm Preach aircraft I found out what kind of radios they 
used, their frequency range, and their antenna performance, and Z 
brought it about that a team of linguist B/'H operators were sent to 
the Shine with the proper equipment. After a short search the first 
traffic was picked up. As had been foreseen the French fighter pilots 
talked a great deal, and often to no purpose. After this success B/l 
teams were set up in conjunction with fighter control stations, who 
passed on the French fighter talk to the control stations. In this 
way a number of air victories were made possible, and the SIS gradu- 
ally became a valued auxiliary of fighter control. 

In November 1939 Luftflotte 3 was transferred to Bad Orb near 
Frankfurt, Vfhile all the other staffs -aid units of the Luftflotte set 
thei.. selves up in fine cjiarteis, we were mad<- to live in bathrooms. 
This shabby treatment is indicative of the £ .all standing we wnjcyed, 
■It hough we had -lreucy sa.e considerable -cliieve. .ante to our credit. 
But the SIS long remained in the eyes of the non- tactical officers 
as a superfluity, due to tbe modesty of responsible SIS officers, nd 
the strict security, which unde it impossible to do -ty "political 1 * 
campaigning for our work. 

In i.ay 1940, the idea v.s conceived to install In a JU-52 eight 
VHP receivers, frequency bund, 25 to 50 lies. The mission was that of 
intercepting V.£ IyT and A/’Z along the French border. This I con- 
sidered both technically -nd t'lctic .lly unsound, .'he ccxmt-nder of 
the JU-52 was a young lieutenant, ignorant of SIB techniques, but 
full of a lust for _lory • Though orders for the mission desi panted 
th-t for security reasons the mission should be flown at a distance 
of fifty kila-eters behind .uid parallel to the front, the pilot, even 
before the take-off, rashly insisted upon flying into -nd over enay 
territory. I was asked to participate in this first fli J t, hut de- 
clined because 1 hod a foreboding of disaster. Besides I w -s con- 
vinced of the failure of the experiment. I was right. The JU-52 rs 
shot dtw. over desancon by French flak since the iT$ sponsible young 
pilot flew directly into France. I regretted only the loss of the 
decent young alo soldiers that had to p -y with their lives for tbe 
pilot's folly. Tlus erv-ed the idea of installing intercept stations 
in aircraft; an idea which h-a alreaty been pi :uied on a considerable 

scale. Only veer later when SIS missions were successfully flam 
freu Norway and africi, was the p reject revived in proper rbrm. 
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this time our battalion ccumander was relieved. His successor, 
formerly head of the Chi-Stelle in Berlin, brought new blood into the 
organization, Lei ts telle and battalion were brought under one com- 
mand, This combining of operations and administration showed good re- 
sults immediately. Incapable canary officers were relieved, and a 
steady stream of new personnel and equipment enriched the battalion. 

New caue the problem of training this personnel, I proposed to in- 
stitute courses for intercept and D/F operators, and also for evalu- 
ators, -after the battalion camander was y/on over to this idea, he 
hud to sell it to the regimental caaaander, who in turn had to secure 
the permission of the Chief Sifpiul Officer. a<fter six months of this 
sort of aelay the courses v/ere fma uy started. 

For the school's site I proposed i.y old intercept station in 
Socking. The building had to be taken over without furnishing or 
equijtaent, Thanks to personal contacts I had with the I succeeded 

in getting it properly set up xn a short time, I was charged .dth the 
direction of the school. For ny staff I had one ci ’'/Ilian technical ad* 
viser and three sergeants* After classes we had to prepare aU the 
material for our progjmm of study. Fra the very beginning I favored 
the principle of teaching no theoiy, but introducing the men to the 
instruction by means of practical work. For this pu -ose v/e set up 
the fonxer intercept tool; again* Intercepted material haa to be evalu- 
ated by the intercept operator hi ir.se If. 

The first course lasted three months. Ccupa ly ca^nders had been 
ordered to detail only experienced operators to the school. Of course 
they sent us the worst ones they hud instead. Despite this we suc- 
ceeded in bringing almost all the .jen up to a speed of 20 to 25 words 
per ;inute within the appointed time* after the course was concluded, 
there was n examination before a board, '©resisting of the , utt -lion 
c oxr zander, a cccip-iy commander, and an SIS officer. Teachers and pu- 
pils could both be satisfied with the results. -*fter that I set up an 
evaluation course. This doubled the work I ham to do. The en atten- 
ding the course were soldiers, scL.e of whom had alreutfr worked in 
evaluation sections, rei intercept operators who ./ere to be taught 
evaluation* This tiiae the out-stations sent s higher grade of person- 
nel. In this respect the first course hac ^Ireutgr borne fruit. The 

unit ca naers began to recognise the auv nt-ges which ucerueu to 

them v/hen th^r h-u personnel property trained in specialties. The 
evaluation course also brought goou results. 

In **igunt 1540 the Vt-Leit J receivea its first large grcxip of 
officer students. They were a dozen senior officer aspirants who hod 
just been j^uuateo tro^ the College, efore ausijrun^ theae young 
officers to serve with companies, th^ rv-u been sent to *>e for bXS 
instruction, first they considered it for below their vd^nity 
graduates of the War College to take another course in a service school. 
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But since it took only a few hours to teach them that they really did 
not know anything yet* most of theu soon became enthusiastic* They 
went through exactly the same course the s oldie ra "before them. They 
hid to learn the code, were put on the sets, and assigned to work on 
evaluation. Scue of these officers later on did extremely well in the 
SIS. 

f of W-13 In January, 1941 I was given command of W-13 in Oberhaching near 

Munich, in addition to jjy duties as chief of the Signal Intelligence 
School at Socking. Here Y«ras a shining example of how much an officer 
thoroughly ircapuble in Signal Corps work as well as administrative 
functions could ruin a good unit. ¥-13, which I remembered as a good 
signal intelligence station, had lost all significance due to bad 
leadership* I had no opportunity to introduce ary very radical ref onus 
into this station, as I was in ccoa&nd for about three weeks only* But 
I aid the best I could to bring the moribund organization back on its 
feet, frau the point of view of soldiering at least, at that time W-13 
was engaged in covering Italy and French traffic in -africa. 


Transfer to Chi- 
S telle des Ob*d.L, 
in ni feres 

0 . 

Karch, 1941 


after being held in southern Geruijy over six months, and on this 
account missed the French campaign, X waa remembered now that the 
evaluation of traffic in the ¥cst wag becoming more and more jj^ortant 
due to the palpable growth of the HaF* Several station co-lenders had 
tried their hand at the post without much success. So in Inarch 1941 
I was given cccmanu of the Chi -5 telle des 0b.d*L., Heferat B, in «*s- 
nieres sur Oise, about eighteen miles north west of Paris* This in- 
cluded a coiipary commander's job, as in the neighboring village of 
Noisy, there was a large intercept platoon* Ly mission as chief of 
the Chi-S telle was to check the signal intelligence obtained ty the 
Luftwaffe against that culleu by the and Kavy, and combine them; 

^Iso to furnish the three i-Leitstellen, which worked on the West, 
with intelligible directives; to revise the antiquated working me- 
thods of the Heferat; .aid finally to begin the evaluation of navigat- 
ional aids, utterly neglected by the Heferat up to this time. In ad- 
dition there were conferences with the leichspoet on the matter of 
special observations in the YKF band* There were also additional 
operational arid administ. ative Sli problems occasioned c y the fact 
that Luftflotte 2 hod deputed frau Brussels, a nd the Heferat had to 
care for their cut-st r<aons re*, lining on the Channel Coast 


Kefoims of the 
Heferat 



Until arrival peace-ti* e procedures still ruiea aver the work in 
the Chi~Stelle* nvery day the lo^s of the oat-st .lions were sent in ty 
courier or teletype, wer e into a situation report, -na passed on 

to the opera tloi*al cau.w without an attempt bein^, luaue to digest the 
import a; ;t aspects of these logs by -n intelligent evaluation process* 
The Chi-b telle should have unuertaken to put the processed 1 — terial 
which arrived i‘ra_ the out-st-tiom into a form consonant with the 
retirement* of the General Staff, -ik* seeing to it tbat tbs 
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History of Luft- 
waffe ^reports 



Reforms in the 

Cryptanalysis 

^^toon 


experience derived froA this service vfould serve to disprove the tac- 
tical operation of the SIS* In general this function should have in- 
eluded clarifying questions of interest to operations and intelligence 
at hexdcuarters, notifying the General Staff of indicated events, 
guarding against surprises ly the eneiy, and keeping the out-stations 
posted on all new developments, n ew questions, and the like, which the 
Chi-S telle was in a position to do on account of the quantity of material 
that passed through its hands. Of all these things, not one had been 
thought of- I started ly reorganizing the vdaole evaluation process free 
the ground up- "hen I introduced the first monthly reports ever put 
out by the Luftwaffe SIS, I insisted from the beginning that our work 
should be condensed into an intelligence report to be published at 
least once a month, in order to achieve the following* 

1. a survey of the change in the enet_y situation within a gLven period 
of tirue; 

2, To provide evidence of the extent to which the operational coxond 
staffs depended on the work of the SIS. 

Up to ttiis tiue information was only passed on by telephone or teletype 
to the Gener 1 Staff, A-2 thereupon incorporated this information in 
their aim reports, of course v/ithout mentioi 'ng the source, so that the 
SIS practically never came to the attention of the highest echelons, 
ly superiors at firut would not hear of a monthly report; they regarded 
it as a superfluous historical enterprise of no current value. Finally 
they allowed themselves to be convinced and had ue draw up a sample re- 
port. ly cam-and;r f Col. Gosevisch, liked it very iaich, but soon there 
came a spate of infuriated protests and prohibitions fraa a.-2, which 
office w^s most sensitive about the prospect of loss of face due to the 
fact that the ^iterial appearing in the report fi such as previously 
they h taken the entire credit for, The result of this was a coj- 
plairrt to General *_artini, who ordered me to straighten out the ..at ter 
personally. I fxew to _erlin, and .-fter checking with the offices of 
OT#, GF!k, and GKH which I haa included in the distribution, and who 
were -11 most grateful finally to receive operations sundries f*aa 
the Loftwroffe, I thereby put the **-2 of Luftwaffe General Staff in such 
a position that it had no choice but to let ue put out xy report as I 
wished* The truth of the ^tter was th^t even then about 9Ct*> of the in- 
telligence at tueir uisposition was furnished by the SIS, In this way 
also the Luftwaffe si^jial intelligence service had its position assured 
in the natter of turning out reports for tlie higher echelons, which 
gave it a isich more independent relation to the different ^2’s. 

*n evil heritage which I come by at this time was the cryptanalysis 
platoon, which actually belonged to the Chi-S telle, but was billeted in 
Paris near SIS Battalion headquarters for no very good Lilitaiy reasons. 
The cryptanalysts in those uays lived a life entirely their own, and 
enjcyed the cardinal advantage of having no one .^aong their superiors 


History of Luft- 
waffe ^reports 



Re fonts in the 
Cryptanalysis 

|^taon 
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canpetent to pass judgement on the qualify of their effort, ait hough X 
was no master at their business either, I had done enough of it during 
iqy JtXEy service to form a knowledgeable opinion. So these gentlemen en- 
gaged in the black arts of cryptanalysis had a hard time getting around 
me in their attempts to shroud their practises in uddmght secreqy; for 
it soon became apparent to me that the motive behind their splendid 
isolation was contained in a passion for drink, and loose women* the 
intercept station that picked up the messages worked on was set up in a 
suburb of Paris, where they themselves had organized a cue splendid lod- 
glngs, they hesitated to coae out to the country vrith me on the pounds 
that they could v/ork well only when they were together with their inter- 
cept platoon* So X transferred this intercept platoon out to Jiy com- 
pany; and after being told that such a change of location could not 
fail to injure reception, carried out the reception test personally, 
with great success, and thereby forced the cryptanalysis platoon to cane 
under Ly i^Lieoiate supervision. It was soon evident that despite the 
personal difficulties arising out of this nove, the cryptanalysts put 
out a much higher grade of performance ;ifter being farced to live a aen- 
sible life; and at the saute time the Chi-St^lle could give them valuable 
hints for their 'work. 


^ Coverage During this time the British lighter H/T traffic changed over fnm 

Novonber 194G - IIP to VHP* Flliiing this traffic was most important to our reconnuia- 
^■pril 19W sance planes, which had to fly deep into British territory on their 

missions.^ chief of the Referat I had little influence over the operat- 
ions of the intercept platoons, * a operational questions fell to the 
Battalion Gaa-^nders, Our engineers responsible for VHP a erations 
racked their brains with calculations trying to figure out on what 
mountain or at what elevation tlie VHP waves could be intercepted, be- 
cause of the curvature of the earth. This was rather a matter of life 
aid death to cur recce crews, I exerted pressure frtm. the beriming to 
have the traffic intercepted fraa the ground, as this w^a the only w^y 
useful results caild be obtained. Irritated by all this theorising I 
^ suggested to the C.G, of W-Leit 3 that a Tech. Sgt. I knew be sent to 

the Channel Coast with a VHP receiver, ^fter a half a d*y this 2/Sgt, 
pickeu up the first TOP traffic with the help of a heme antenna, 

to the unliuitec: astonish, ent of the engineers, who h-d already re- 
quisitioned a captive balloon for VHP reception on the b^ais of their 
calculations. 


Reorgarusation of I revised the processing of captured navigation *1 -«ids ly putting s 

the Evaluation of capable ins;: sc tor frtxx uy fanner intelligence school on the Job* 

I.&vigatior-^l -aids Tte department he set up in Referat 3 tunica ait in the course of the 
years the aost valuable technical reports of the whole sigpol intel- 
ligence service. 


^■n^fer to 
June, 1941 


*t iiens 


The war continued to spim-ii. Ju^o-blavia h-^ Just been overrun, 
Greece and Crete token. The Luftwaffe hau settled dam in the eastern 
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Mediterranean. la tout tern Germaiy the Africa Karp* bad been activated 
and obj in training* The battle against Russia was in preparation. Un- 
der these circumstances oar High Command batched luge plans, Enormous 
land nasses and seas “Xaj within the range of German congest, During 
the oourse of an inspection ty Col, Gosewisch, at that tine chief radio 
officer of the Luftwaffe Signal Corps, be asked me how I fancied a 
signal intelligence organization, in this extended region, so pooriy 
suited to signal ocuiuni cation. It appeared that there waa an intention 
of hh itH wg up a concentration of signal intelligence installations in 
this area. These plans were further bolstered by successes over tbs 
next few months, when the boldest possibilities seemed to lie before tbs 
victorious German Amies in the Caucasus as well es in the African 
Desert, I explained to the colonel that our most isportant Job ahculd 
be the clarifying of the enemy ground organisations in this area, as 
this foundation waa necessary for substantial coverage of the tactical 
traffic, I drew up written plans for a signal intelligence organisation 
in the Southeast, which resulted in ny transfer to Athens, with tbs 
remark that ny work in the Cbi-Stelle Referat 5 was completed and could 
be carried on ty another officer. 

In Athens I found a ff/T coup ary which had been covering Balkan traf- 
fic earlier, but which had bee cue superfluous after the congest of 
these countries, and was to be dissolved. Now it had come under the com- 
mand. of the Chi-Stelle, and I waa charged with putting it In shape fer 
other tasks. Naturally, W-Leit 4, the original parent unit, had taken 
out all the good operators and evaluators, and transferred them to 
other of their S.I, companies before turning ever the unit, 1 put thm 
to intercept the known Mediterranean frequencies immediately, But it 
was soon evident that not only was the state of training of the person* 
nel inadequate, but the technical set-up was basically unsatisfactory 
for the task assigned. Therefore I repeated immediately the erection 
of a rfaaMo antenna installation. 

It waa no easy task to find in that mountainous country the flat 
terrain which is the first requirement for such an installation. I 
searched up and down the peninsula in a Pieaeler Storch accompanied 
ty one of cy engineers. Finally we found a Greek Postal Service instal- 
lation in Lautaa, about 30 Km. southeast of Athena, which had been 
used for the W/T links between Greece end Africa on one hand, and 
London on the other. I bad twenty rhombic* erected here. In addition 
I drew plans for an intercept building according to the ideal I had in 
mind. A considerable battle was necessary with the Luftwaffe con- 
struction engineer* in ^lestion before they would agree to construct 
anything different frern that called for in their predetermined plane. 

But since I waa not disposed to have ny sand changed, they finally 
cove need construction according to the plans I gave thau, but it was 
to be own exclusive responsibility. (See Tignxn, Bagi 19*, for .plan). 
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The construction lasted a full nine months, and. gave me no end of 
trouble and irritation* I must state in full bitterness that the Ger- 
man construction engineers were, in mary respects the i. intical breed 
as the Greeks that worked for them. The Greek laborer was a special 
problem all ty himself. The German management, so roundly decried, never 
succeeded in getting the Greeks to do even an approximation of the 
amount of work which had long been retired a duly for every German 
at heme, as long as he was not in uniform. Whereas Germans in and out 
of the Reich worked under strict minimum specifications, no Greeks 
could be held to a job. The German occupation authorities in Greece 
thought of themselves as guests, and in a conflict would bs harder on 
their countrymen than on the natives. And the transplanted orientals* 
naturally knew how to work this idiotic policy to good advantage. 


dying Conditions 
of German Soldiers 
in Greece 



living conditions for German -oldiers in Greece were the worst of 
aiy Any of Occupation in Europe. Before the v/ar Greece depended mare 
than ary other country on imports, as this ceased with the occupation, 
prices increased enormously* and only ty an establishment of the black 
market on an official basis was a breakdown of the country's ecoumio 
life averted. But since the occupying Any was paid in terms of German 
Any rates, this meant that a captain, for example, could biy just one 
package of cigarettes, or a couple of oranges, wr'th his base pay.# 
and since in addition supplies from the Reich were often interrupted 
by transportation difficulties and the rapidly increasing guerilla ac- 
tivity in the Balkans, and were generally insufficient when they ar- 
rived, the troops had to suffer; because out of exaggerated consider- 
ation for the Greek population, it was forbidden to procure supple- 
mentary food stuffs. The food shortage among German troops was often 
serious. Naturally these unhealthly conditions were made to order for 
the encour~oej-ent of dishonest practices, .aid uaiy a German soldier who 
would have led a respectable life at time, fell ty the wayside under 
this situation; and I was forced to sacrifice a axy working hours to 
the investigation of such cases, which 1 would rather have employed 
to better ends. 


Cmp.ijy assigned 
British point- ten 
point 


Together with construction of the intercept building wy principal 
concern at this \ riod was the retraining of the empury I had taken 
over for coverage of RAF point-to-point traffic in -frica, and Asia 
i inn r. iiuch pains were necessary to break the radio operators into 
their new mission, as most of then had been insufficiently trained. 
After making uaiy representations I finally obtained replacements from 
Chi-S telle Ob d.L. 
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% second woriy was the cryptanalysis platoon I had brought along 
fra-i *-jni&res for which the large quantity of enciphered traffic pro- 
vided an abundance of interesting tasks. In those djys a number of 
messages of new types had been intercepted ty W-13 in Oherhuchingj 
which covered Africa* These messages originated fraa a new supply net 
in central Africa* Part of these were simple codes , and the rest v*ere 
in four-figure code* Since Athens was so much nearer the source of this 
traffic, I immediately put a few sets on it, v/hile the cryptanalysts 
figured out the code book in short order. The messages contained in- 
formation of all aircraft movements from Takoradi-Accra ty way of 
Khartoum to the S^yptian front* Later, after craeidng the four^ figure 
messages we could even give infoniiution as to the type of each individ- 
ual plane brought up via the supply line, ^lao the state of readiness 
of airfields, their requirements, and requests and requisitions mode ly 
the repair organizations were also known to us. Through this means it 
became increasingly clear, first to the specialists assigned to this 
traffic,^ mid later to the Gen.^n a-2, the enormous quantities of per- 
sonnel^ id equipment v/hieh would be thrown against us if the advance 
into the Kile Valle/ should fail. 


^lationship to 

4^-2 “Hti -y~3 


.**2 could be approached on this subject, as they never ceased being 
impressed by* the eneiy 's material ; on the other ’ and at that time it 
was not yet possible for the Signal Intelligence derace to get aiy- 
where with ^-3, a this office was -till completely beaused ty our own 
successes in ar. s, the consider able turnout of German production* 
Not until l^ter ye rs, when they liad nothing left to throw into action, 
nd Gcp...an victories hod receded into an unlikely" past, did *«-3 ceue 
out of its shell ojkL seek to establish a connection with us - when it 
was already toe Lite and none of the opportunities passed up would ever 
recur. 


Weather Reports We established the fact that in auuition to the re^jilar Allied 

.leather bets, .eather reports were .Iso transmitted froa several dif- 
ferent tactical trans, itti.._ st*tio;is, Vfe set about cracking these mes- 
sages ana succeeded in a short tiue* ^ o m were soon *ble to famish 
all German st ations in the „ 'editerrane -n enemy weather reports* 

The German liLJi Cau-.^nu thereupon aiscont^uued weather reconnaissance 
flights in this theater. 


Four-Figure Coae 



Dut tlus was of a side line for i y ei- ; t n lysts. The tss?- 

which called forth their efforts w^s the erteki g of the four- 

fi^ire code, which I vr s sure would reveal the ensqf air force organ- 
izations to considerable extent, -m well os providing an inside 
picture of individual circuujt -nces* T'ue situation was hopeful os long 
oa i continuous uid sufficient uantiT of tr .f fic w s forthcoming* I 
used ever ttMDi ,v 11 >lu to inrix option, Carrie out constant 

iLiprovn ient» . tb g tc j-c, , for w nt of su Ti ■ lent r oper«*t- 
o:v h ufcainistrative pertasml tr i:.eu for inter est, warn to further 
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training intercept personnel, etc. In this way I gradually suc- 
ceeded in increasing the daily <}iantity of . .essages intercepted to 
a sufficient extent th-t the ctyptaxuilysts began to see saae pos- 
sibility of success in their vrotrk. 


Difficulties, The first attempts f -led. lifter a few weeks of no success at all 

Sickness they explained to me th ie code could not be cracked. Brj a few vrorda 

End 1941 of encouragement and cc it! y worling with the:-, I was able to give 

their enthusiasm for the ,-ork fresh start* -again and again I held up 
to their imagination what success it vrould be for radio intelligence 
if this code could be cracked* Unfortunately I oaije down »dth Jaundice 
Just when I was most badly needed, the Marstm^l refused to send a 
man to take ray place, I was compelled to run the caapar^ fraa %- sick 

bed. The only fficer I had available w^s engaged in supervising an 

intercept platoon thirty kilometers away. 


Cracking of the 

Fous^-Figure Code 


Finally in December 1941 the code was cracked* Even if no imnediate 
value could be derived frcti the already three weeks old messages which 
had been decirihereu, the enemy's entire ^cund org nis tion could be 
learned, j*nd this secured a foundation for the vrhole evaluation work 
for ye ra to come. 


Distribution Groups 
Second half 1941 



a further source of intelligence for the evaluation section w . s the 
distribution groups in the pre 1 ible of every mess They were very 
skillfully put together, it is true, but they could be read with the 
help of the decodeu text, and their semi-annual change did not alter 
this fact. The distribution groups were a gre - t help to operational 
intelligence s well s cryptanalysis* the enciphering of the four 
figure . ess jes became :nre cq plicated fraa one week to the next they 
provided the jeans of breaking into the text* Besides they made it pos- 
sible to reco s 7 iize -Iterations in the chain of ecu -nd, transfers of 
units, ‘Old therefore the intenuec operations of the enemy, in vt-iy ^ood 
tl e, **nd when the four-figure coue changed and it w 0 no longer pos- 
sible to read the text, our operational evaluation w .s iaich indebted 
to the enemy's continued use of these distribution groups* 


Cover *e of Turkey 
Fall 1941 


Next X undertook ti*e operational revaapin^ of the Caspar's pla- 
toons. One of these covered Taxi * « results of its work were not 

satisfactory in the stillest degree, Tor in the first place the Tur- 
kish transmitting stations operated on * very low output, especially 
IV"T; and in the 3©cona, the point of reception was within the -re * of 
aUp. 00 I transferred the outfit to K avails on the Macedonian border 
where the angle of refraction v *s sajch more favorable. The mantity of 
traffic intercepted ~lso increased. Later 1 hau the sauo outfit set up 
a station on the island of khodes. 

The coverage of .or us only a secondary importance, The 
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hen i.o u: ilc; “tool our ial -nd la the ..ere,-K Je.* uring this 



itt ..grea.eutu* /be _-<ju as extremely, however, in pursuing British 


shipping Xiove*.ier*tJ in the .^ w j-n, V- me *na of her police radio reports. 


->,tor on I tr nsferre - ^ he platoon to . iiylcne, -n island near the 


-Uracil co -stj .ra j . cc cq,* a — aitrG vo^y uiifiiCul 

— ter oa to .'iOu*-i -.i i1 > 


2 

3 


C 


b'hile .ill tiiia -orl: wx in progress -inter set ir.* Since our 
provisional billets in Louts-i were no a ore thn sutler houses, I vms 
f-ceu ■ 1 vh the necessity of /lading uore permanent eu^rters for ty 
unit* ^ elides the canu^ li^d grown ^aach too l~rge for the primitive 
garters v;e occupied. So .e took over big office building in the 
center of the city of Athens, /re .t lost i.y evaluation section tv*d 
h^nx aae :-nu caufortfhle ro r j to oil: in# /e could now accelerate the 
cr -citing of the four- figure J; e^3^es to such -a extent th t most of 
the:,, could be re.wi fter three or four days* -t the height of this 
work v/e intercepte six to seven hundred messages daily* Thy con- 
tained n eburul nee of indications of enevy operational preparations, 
easy strength returns, new shipments, tv-pen of -irerdt, submarine 
hide outs, etc * 

This second h -If ye -r of :y tour of -utp r in --the ns wig certainly 
the cost difficult of . y : alit -ry C-ener, since the ccmpuiy h u . gr°wn 
up to its task, .nu ever/ day brought ne,; .nd lasci noting pi'oblerns# 

?ut -t the s - .e ti:.e we begun to g th r th fruit of the hr.ru labor 
performed* * put .y desk in the middle of the evaluation section -nd 

l.ter, u butt -lion :a. regkient 1 co auer, _ repaired the s ^_e cf 

; y cc _ ly co -- nders# J noticed g 4r. n g in in the case of of- 
i_cc: replace .eats ae v fra,, other u_tc that these men, re- 
gardless of whether they were battalion or cag. -ry ceauanders, lunl 
held 1 1 /i. use 1 ve s saner rt i t loof fra.: t hei r sub ordinates, -nri c onae- 
uently ueir _ i c_ jr ditie s j rsed into cttier 1 i4iiuS« Up until , y 
i xt d v of a^rvice ^ -lv/nys ra x it - principle to live in */orh 
^oi i aen# inly sc was ] in ■ position to -sti te the difficulties 
th • t cropped correct the 1st -k--s th t were . e, 

.-s ..ou-el/o -av-.;y;e in -lrlc~ w .a ..da. ^oed progress, I preposed 
toy co. . . -er -t the ti*e to ; si^y* 1 intelligence 

_l.toor. to . f ric , to - t cr.erations behind the front# First a 
sc -rob was to he co;. dieted for traffic «/hich h - not yet been he. ru# 

^ lit macverei .clc* ae.. t.iCtic^I ^ets a* -Iso tiie ritish -lircr 
kegortijy -r. this , y trie intelligence picture fro.. r--^o s ounces 

w *s - ..xre ca L lete* ^ocu - 1-rge ^ -rt of our work w as ^evote^ to 
the iecipherinfi eg ritiah -ircr-ft reporting messages# ..t the sx,e 
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tine I sent an I^F D/F teaLi to -^frioa* ,ji additional D/F i-dssion to 
the -dwa Oasis did not caie about, for the -.frika Xorps had jlreatty 
begun its retreat, -*s I ha . to bring i\f platoon brndc to Greece because 
cf the unfortun.de developments in the military situation, 1 set them 
on . t, Parnassus, 12jG ;.LCters high and north of -thens. Here signal 
strength was good -no t hey could continue covering the same traffic 
as in -a’rioa ith little noticeable differences. Coverage of aircraft 
reporting nets in -ifric- constituted «n important step t ovrarus the sub- 
sequent hi Ji development of . ircr-ft trading technique. 


Operational con- 
trol of 9./4C in 
Crete, 


First half 1942 


*fter the concuest of Crete, when the X. Fiiegsrkorps was moved to 
the islaa, its did canary -cca..nariied thea* This ca^p-aiy specialised 
in air- ground traffic, The quantity of enemy r^dio traffic increased 
so rapidly' in the -.oditerr^ne-ai ^rea that this caapary no longer h*4i 
u reason to be independent, s there v;.s too much for it to handle 
v.lth its ovrr* resources, Therefore, I persuaded the Chief of the General 
utaff of the Fliegerkorps mo put this caq.^/ under iiy operational 
control in mhe interest of better c coordination, This vr .5 very much coir- 
trory to the desires of the Korps --2 who had up to that time used this 
carp-iy as an exhibition piece. Furthermore this operational subordin- 
ation y r-s only a halfway measure, for being under the administrative 
control of a regimental or battalion ca. .under v/ho was 1 total stranger 
to the wIS, it bmd still plenty of rocia in vrhich to exercise its in- 
dependence of y control, /hen 1 -ter I be&cie battalion cam .anier ry 
first t sh vn-s to get ad.inistrative control of the ctxrpary, -fter 
which, thunks mo the larger fra e-rork of vfnich it w~j p . rt, it turned 
out splendi orl:. 


Collaboration idth In the -pring of 1942, the Chi-itelle in erlin ordered me to send 

It Han ilb. - liaison te — of four or five cryptanalysts to the Xtali .r. -JmiruXty 

in . a_e* This te-_ v.u: to instinct the It,-lians in the re _i ng of 
four-ii jure code messages, Frcxi the first I nistrusteu this enterprise 
- ■* ' nd *r.r..-:4 t it repeatedly, Therefore I purposely sub- 

mitted mo the It d_ m only the _03m « or t hie so messages ith vihicft 
nothing couli e u pH shed myway, This brought ibout - st&jfy 
^mro^, of earn ! -ru. mhe It -H -n -d-e. I -Iso vrts reluct -nt in 

carrying out mho order mo collaborate *ith the Italian Intel- 

Hgence Jervlcc i*i . I furru^.*c:u mostly 'Turkish lo^> mo thes*, -s 

this involved no risk of huita cai:. M to us, f .r s dl_eu traffic 
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It v/^s ca .pleL.ented uj - j.*se line which I established using the D/F 
stations in Const-ns-, -thens, -nu O-tanL-* In this way it v s pos- 
sible to give fairly -ceur-te fibres. 


Bringing Together how I could carry out the pl.n closest to ;y heart, iwaxeUy bringing 

of Interception ^nd intercer/fcion, traffic analysis and D/i 1 plotting together in one roan, 
Evaluation providing ii nediate contact between the responsible ev luators -nd the 

ener-lors on the sets, the better to expedite fl-sh reports* ■ *t first 
the ev luators ;.iet this innovation vdth distrust, but ;,ere won over to 
the new arrangement I tj subseouont successes. 


-allied 1-1.' Bets 
Spring 19^2 


-* notable increase in our intelligence output vr-s brought about 
when we succeeded in deciphering allied diga 1 ire raft turning re- 
ports vrell -s those of the -ire r -ft Reporting Service. by delib- 
erate^ sendin^ our c .r. pl.-nes within r-nge of these r-d-rs .;c cr-cked 
their co V* : ^ in a fev/ days. Evaluation of traffic fraj aircraft 

reporting >nd b-IV units was veiy useful for flush reports -nd flash 
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activated at that time sat around doing nothing for six months, be- 
cause neither the coapaiy can.vinder nor the battalion ccooander knew 
enough to put them to work* 

One of the most 3erious faults of the Gemm High Ccmnand - and 
General l>Lartini' was the veiy incarnation of this fault - was that men 
who had made themselves popular for one reason or another, and held an 
important position, were allowed to remain there long after their 
erosive influence, and even downright dangerous propensities, had be- 
come proverbial, Vftiile Goring on the one hand announced the daft prin- 
ciple that he would suffer no battalion coumnders with grey hair, 

1. artini on the other, had no use for one who was nc * his own age or 
older. When ary one tried to call his attention to the technical or 
tactical incapacity of these old men, he would always answer; I 
to throw uy old officers out on the street? 1 ' 

Because of these trying circumstances, and a hangover fr<xi ny 
winter illness which was not <^iite cured, I decided on the advice of 
the coLtoaiy medical officer to take an extended leave* j^lrea^r in 
peace-time I had bought a piece of property near Munich where I ir*e 
able to take a few Y/eel:s rest* This was the first, - and last - leave 
I was to have for the whole war. 

-after Ly return, I took over corona of the intercept coqpaiy, as 
the battalion colander had reserved coll. . and of the evaluation cco- 
pary for hrlaself. While the -JJies at that time had concentrated the 
bulk of tlieir power in the kediterranean Theater, during these same 
fateful months the command of the two si^i-1 intelligence battalions 
of the Taormina - Athens area w_s intrusted to cat. nders innocent of 
a ry knowledge of the Sid, who not only failed to develop azy ideas of 
their own, but conscientiously stamped out ny Jc y of achierasawt and 
honest effort on the part of their subordinates, -t this ti e there 
was also fomed an SIS liaison te r ci with the staff of the luftflotte, 
heduied ly a dipscoaniac Lt.Ool* whose sole objective in life was his 
evening 1 s drinking bout* So the German High CcaaanJ was completely 
taken by surprise when the Allies landed in French aortb ^ifric-. Kot 
until the Tunis cmipaign was well under way did -Leit 2 at Taozidm 
pull itself toge ther aid contribute to the general effort by inter- 
cepting .ir support ;jessagea. 

So there is nothing uuch of a positive nature to report on tbs 
period between the sirauer of 191*2 and January, 1343 * Evaluation con- 
tinued to live for this period on the c *pital which hid previously 
been soownl&ted* racur intercept cccp^iy had been foamed without 
attaining .ay results as yet, bee se neither the battalion nor the 


